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KEEPING up with the
Joneses has been replaced by
a new mark of social status.

The tradition of buying the
latest appliance, gadget and
fashions is being challenged
by a new wave of consumers,
known as the New Joneses.

They are less concerned
with keeping up than they
#» with living up. The New
Jo. 2ses are still middle class
but instead of buying the
latest kitchen appliance they
spend their money on learn-
ing a new language, taking
an exotic vacation or de-
veloping a new skill in craft.

They want fewer objects
and more experiences.

Swinburne Institute re-
search fellow Aneta Podka-
licka said psychological
research shows that owning
more does not equate to
more happiness.

“There is a new economy
emerging that places more
value on immaterial goods,”
Ms Podkalicka said. “Invest-
ing in new skills renders you
more social kudos than in-
vesting in new goods.”

RMIT vice chancellor’s
senior research fellow Dr
Tania Lewis is leading a
study into the history of con-
sumption in Australia,
prompted by claims of sub-
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learnt a way of life that he
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urban alienation and anything they could,”
consumerism. MeMaster said.
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